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Rancho's future: 10,000 houses?
RANCHO GUEJITO
•• Created in 1845 when the Mexican
governor granted 13,298 acres to Don Jose
Maria Orozco, a justice of the peace and
customs inspector. Subsequent owners
increased the property to 22,000 acres.

••Of 800 ranchos created during the era, it
is the only one that remains undeveloped.
• Includes grassy valleys, rocky ridges and
chaparral' covered hills studded with oaks; .
elevation ranges from 1,000 to 4,221 feet.

• Purchased in 1974 by Benjamin Coates, an
oil and real estate magnate, for $10 million
after the state's attempt to acquire it for a
park fell through.

••Mainly used as a cattle ranch since 1974.

'" Now controlled by a corporation headed
by Coates' daughter, Theodate.

In initial talks, owners
of tract say two-thirds
would be preserved
By J. Harry Jones
STAFF WRITER

. Representatives of the company
that owns the 22,OOo.:acre·Rancho
Guejito, the last intact Mexican land
grant in the state, have approached
county plarmers' with -questions ..
about· how they could develop' the
property while preserving much of
it.

A figure of 10,000 houses was
mentioned during' a meeting this
month, said Jeff Murphy, deputy di-

rector of the county's Department of
PlariningandLand Use .
. No applications have been sub-

mitted, Murphy said. The meetings
were preliminary and concerned the

.processes requited for such a pro-
ject on the property that is (j miles
long and extends from state Route
78 north to-the La Jolla Indian Reser-
vation.

, Questions asked by the owner's
representatives indicated that the

.project might include commercial
development, but no particulars
were mentioned, Murphy said,

The inquiries could foreshadow a
showdown between the owners of
the. largest privately owned undevel-
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National park or homes?
Rancho Guejito, last intact land grant, is in play

This is as high stakes a poker game as and, since 1998,Chief,operatio,ns officer ofRancho
they come. Forget Manhattan and deal- Guejito. He wants to preserve the land, to do the
ing for $24 in trinkets. planning himself so the county won't. He claims

On the table in San Diego County's game no sale for state or national park will ever happen.
is a national park-caliber land holding - Rancho He's also bidding up the value by assembling a de-
Guejito's 16,000acres, and 6,000more. It's the last velopment team, purchasing a link to state Route
of800Mexican land grants in California'stillintact, 78 and discreetly talking development.
34 square miles as pristine as in 1845.This hold- • Jeff Murphy, deputy director of the county De-
ing goes from sea level to mountain-top. It's home partmentofP1anningandLandUse.He's tasked with
to vast stands of Engelmann oaks and endartgered updating county zoning and guarding the public's
species. Deer can be seen - in herds. Mountain interest. ' '
lions abound. • Dozens of environmental groups and land

Here,ownershavefendedoffpro- trusts, watching from the audi-
posalsfora sewerplant,land:fill,res- ence. They could become players
ervoir and regional airport Here, if a dream of a national park ever
current ownershiphas floated trial catches on. So far, Rupp has ap-
balloonsfor a medicalschool or "I proached Escondido about annex-
reportedly-10,000 homes. ing the rancho. ,That fell through;

Let'sjoin the game.The players: LAFCO opposes island annexa-
• County Supervisor BillHorn. . tions and Horn IS on IAFCO.

This land is special to him. He has . Recently Rupp and Murphy
loaned cattle to the ranch and rid- 0 k d t R h G llt UT started talking. Someone men-
den it on horseback. He wants to a S 0 anc 0 ueJI 0 - tioned 10,000 homes - not him,
help preserve the land grant but might be willingto swears Rupp. Horn claims to be in the dark about
broker a developmentdeal for the rest Lastyear he the monthly discussions with no formal proposals
tried to build an alliancefor purchase as a preserve. unveiled. Rupp says he doesn't mind having the
That didn't go anywhere, but credit him for trying. public listening in.
Still,Horn is so developer-friendly he's known in Most of the <property is zoned for low-density
some quarters as Bulldozer Bill.He's pushing the development, agricultural preserve or national
proposed 2,700-homeMerriam Mountains project forest. The permitting process could take years.
that has inland North Countycitizenryup in arms. We're in a dire recession, meaning no one is ea-

• The Rodney Company, a bankroller. Rodney ger to build 10,OOOhomesor to tap the federal
owns the land and only two people make up the treasury for a national park.
corporation: Heiress Theodate Coates, now in her .This will continue for years.There need be no
80s, and James Nicholson, vice president. fear of a major change tomorrow. But keep your

• Hank Rupp, former deputy district attorney eye on the game.
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Rumors about
development
began in 2005

oped tract in the county and
conservationists, who have
predicted that Rancho Gueji-
to could become the area's
biggest battleground over
development

''Rancho Guejito is still a
national-park-quality land-
scape," local environmental- '
ist David Hogan said. "No-
body should be' talking about
10,000 new houses."

The ranch is owned by
The Rodney Co., headed by
Theodate Coates of New'
York City.. Coates is the
daughter of Philadelphia mil-
lionaire Benjamin' Coates,
who bought Rancho Guejito
in 1974. He died in 2004.

Few people' have ever
seen the property. Its lone
entrance off Lake Wohlford
Road is gated and' guarded
by security cameras and a
caretaker. '

"We're in discussions with
(the county) ,"said' Hank
Rupp, general counsel for
Rancho Guejito; who partici-
patedinthe meeting.

Ruppdeclined to talk
about a specific housing
number andinstead focused
on the number' of acres that
would be set aside for open
space.

'We, have preservedRan-
cho Guejito for decades,
done a tremendous amount
of environmental work,and
spent a lot of time, energy
and money to keep the prop-
erty just as it is;'" he said.

Rupp said the only hard
number' brought up was
16,000 acres that the owners
are offering "to preserve for
the people of San Diego" in
exchange for certain, unde-
:fined "entitlements."

Those could be a change
in zoning or land use.

Included in the 16,000
acres is the entire original
Mexican land grant, Rupp
said. The owners want to
keep the northern two-thirds
of the property in its natural
state forever.

"Everything else is vague

In preliminary talks, the owners of Rancho Guejito
northeast of Escondido have offered to preserve 16,000
acres of the 22,000-acre property. 2006file / Union· Tribune

right now," he said.
Rupp said the proposal is a

great idea for all involved
and would allow the owners
to preserve much of the land
while also maintaining its
value.', '

A community of 10,000
homes would mean a popula-
.tion of at least 30,000 - big-
ger than five cities in the
county. "

Conservationists have.
called the 34-squar~mile
RanchoGueiito ari "environ-
mental' jewel,"and' 26,envi-
ronrriental groups signed a
letter iti2007 opposing possi-
bledeveloprnent, ' .

"It. has irreplaceable .and
unrecoverable naturalre"
sources 'that should be 'pre-'

. served," said Rick Landava-
zo, president Of the' Friends
of Hellhole '.Canyon Open
Space Preserve, which abuts
the northwestern part of
Rancho Guejito.

•Said- environmentalist Ho-
gan: "Nobody is' going to
take them seriously as long
as they continue to lowball
conservation and talk about
building a massive new city .
in the North County country-
side,"

Rumors about the possi-
ble development of Rancho
Guejito surfaced in 2005,
when neighbors started se~ .
ing unusual activity, such as
helicopters overhead. That
prompted Benjamin Coates'
widow, Nancy, to host a lun-
cheon attended by dignitar-
ies and several members of
the media in February 2006.
She said then there were no
plans to ever develop the
property.

Less than a year later,
Rupp sent a letter to the city
of Escondido. and met with
officials to explore the possi-
bility of Escondido annexing
Rancho Guejito. He men-
tioned the opportunity tode-
yelop a "university medical
school research campus."

The proposal, which has
languished, .stunned the en-
vironmental community and
upset county Supervisor Bill
Horn, who had attended the
luncheon and had ridden
horses with Benjamin
Coates on. the' property.

Yesterday, .Horn said he
opposes developmentof the
rancho and .thinks Rupp is
trying tbprotect the land's
value incase the govern-
ment attempts to buy it for a
park

Hornhasmet.with Rupp a
couple of times since 2007
gnd told him that should the
owners. ever want to sell,
Horn would like the opportu-
nity to assemble a federal,
state and local group to buy
the land.'

In 2008, Horn met with
members of Congress and
other federal officials in
Washington, D.C., to gather
their interest in forming
such a consortium.

Horn said Rupp has indi-
cated the owners are not in-
terested.

"If it stays in their family
with no intention of develop-
ment, I have no problem
with that," Horn said.

J. Harry Jones: (760)
737-7579;
jharry.jones@uniontrib.com



Guejito owners reject Horn's preservation overtures
Supervisor hopes to raise $200 million to buy the ranch

DARRYN BENNETT
StAFF WRITER

RANCHO GUEJITO - The
owners of a sprawling 23,000··
acre ranch on the eastern out-
skirts of Escondido have reject-
ed San Diego County Supervi-
sor Bill Horn's recent proposal
to buy and preserve the ranch
amid speculation that it might
be developed soon.

Hank Rupp, a Temecula-
based attorney who represents
the owners of the ranch, criti-
cized Horn's plans to lobby fed-

Ult's absolutely
outrageous. At 100
times that price (the
ranch) is notfor sale."

-HANK RUPP
Attorney representing

the owners of Rancho Guejito

eralleaders in April for funds to
buy Rancho Guejito, the largest

piece of privately owned, unde-
veloped land in the county and
the last intact Mexican land
grant in the state.

Horn hopes to raise nearly
$200 million in state, Iederal
and county funds for the pur-
chase.

"It's absolutely outrageous,"
said Rupp. "At 100 times that
price (the ranch) is not for sale."

The response came after
Horn announced last week:that
he plans to keeppressuring the
owners to sell the property so

)0- GUEJITO, A-4
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A sign hangs at the Guejito Road entrance to nan1lCho
Guejito" Owners of the ranch have turned down ;tI recent
proposal to buy and preserve it.
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that it can be preserved.
"I want to keep the ball

rolling and keep it a front-
burner issue when I go to
Washington,"Horn said in an
interview Monday.

Horn said he has no plans
to use the county's eminent
domain powersto acquire the
property if the ownersare un-
.willing to sell it, but he said
he is willing to go to great
lengths to keep the land pris-
tine and undeveloped.

The supervisor's corn-
ments may have intensified a
struggle that has been brew-
ing between the private own-
er of the ranch and a growing
group of people determined
to preserve it.

And there is plenty of dis-
trust between disputing par-
ties involved.

Rupp has accused the
county of exaggerating envi-
ronmental concerns to wrest
control of the ranch away
from its owner.

He maintains that offi-
cials, such as Horn, want to
devalue the property so the
county can purchase it at a
depressed price in the future.

Furthermore, Rupp said,
the family.thatowns Guejito
has kept it nearly pristine for
more than 30 years and has
no intention of selling or de-
veloping the land in the "im-
mediate future."

But Horn and others have
said recent activity at the
ranch has aroused suspicions

that the ownersare planning
to build large housing tracts
or commercial projects on
the historic property.

In 2005, neighbors noticed
helicopters flying over the
property and began worrying
that it was being surveyedfor
construction.

A few months later Rupp
approached Escondido city
officials about annexing. the
land, a movethat wouldnear-

. ly double the size of Escondi-
do and subject the property
to less-stringent zoning regu-
lations than if it remained in
the unincorporated part of
county.

Alsostokingconcemsfrom
preservationistswas the most
.recent additionto the ranch,a
100-acreparcel.named .Rock-
woodRanchpurchasedby the
Rodney Co.- which directly
oversees Guejito -'-'- for
$3.37millionlastyear.

The property connects the
ranch to Highway 78 and
could serve as the site of a
future road.

ill addition, Guejito's own-
ers have hired a prominent
public relations firm and a
development consultant.

Such moves could mean
the owners 'are preparing. to
move forward with develop-
ing the property, or are at- .
tempting to' drive up the val-
ue of the property before put-
ting it on the market.

Horn has suggested that a
2005 agreement involving
the 21,000·acreHearst Ranch
could serve as a model for
preserving RanchoCuejito.

The deal set aside nearly
130 square miles of pristine

rangeland along the Big Sur' Environmentalists often
coastline in NorthernCalifor-. "i:callRancho Guejito the "con-
nia." . . ' .'.•..' . '.' "servation jewel of San Diego

.Theproperty had been ap- County,"
praised at$230 million> The rugged expanse
..But after. more than six stretches from the San

yearsof negotiations, the Pasqual Valley north to the
state paid the Hearst family 4,221-£00t peak of Pine
$80 million in cash and Mountain near the La Jolla
$15 million in tax credits, . Indian Reservation.
while the family donated tile Meadows and mesas dot
remaining $135million. the landscape. Herds of deer

But Rupp said the future and packs of coyotes roam
of the ranch isn't up to Horn the workingcattle ranch.
or environmentalists. Historians say American

"This is private property Indian archaeological sites,
we're talking about,'"he said. 'an adobe from the 1800sand
"Anyone who owns private a once-busywinery are land-
property in the county should marks on the untamed ranch
be outraged at the county's that is a "time capsule" from
attenipt to steal (Guejito) the 1800s.
from a private owner," Benjamin Coates, a

He said the Rodney Co. wealthy businessman, bought
will"takestocko£ the ranch's the property in 1974 for
resources" to determine its $10million.
value. Sincehis death in 2004,his

"Whatever action we need daughter, Theodate, a New
to take to protect it, we will," York artist Rupp represents,
he said. has been managingtile estate.



B"'~1 H111 torn
seeks fed
help to
buy ranch
II Owner calls bid
to buy property
'outrageous,' says
land is not for sale

DARRYN BENNE'IT
/ STAFF WRITER

VALLEY CENTER -
County Supervisor Bill Horn
and environmentalist Dan
Silver returned last week
from a lobbying trip to
Washington, D.C., reason-
ably confident they could

wrangle
money out
of the fed-.
eral gov-
ernment
to help
buy a his-

-------- torie
spread

east of Escondido, Silver
said.

Silver and Horn flew to
the nation's capital last
week to lobby federal legis-
lators for money to buy and
preserve 23,OOO-aereRan-
cho Guejito - the last in-
tact Mexican land grant in
California and the largest
piece of privately owned, ,
undeveloped land in the
count-y.

Even if the federal gov---
emment earmarks funds for
the purchase, the property
ow-nerhas said repeatedly

"1.AP rr OUT:
See the
bigger

, picture,
A-7.
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Continued from A-l

through her representative
that Cuejito, a working cat-
tle ranch, isn't for sale at
any price.

Horn declined comment
Monday through his
spokesman, John Culea,
who said the supervisor
would no longer speak with
the North County Times be-
cause he believes the news-
paper's coverage is biased
against him.

In .previous interviews,
Horn has said he hopes to
raise $100 million from the
federal government, $50
million from the state and
$35 million from the county .
to help acquire the ranch;

Silver and Horn met over
two days last week with key
legislators to.talk about the
best, way to secure funding
to purchase the property.
Silver said Cuejito was an
easy sell.

"Guejitois a:compelling
story;" said Silver, leader of
the nonprofit Endangered
Habitats League.·"We edu-
cated a lot of folks about
the importance of preserv-
ing such a unique property
and we got a lot of enthusi-
astic support." ..' .

The next"step is finding a
way to negotiate with the
owners, Silver said.

"I'm convinced all we
need is a willing seller," he
said. "Based on the Wash-
ington .support,I believe the
resources can be made
available." .

Hank Rupp, a Temecula-
based attorney who repre-
sents the owner of the
ranch, has called Horn's of-
fers to buy the land "outra-
geous," saying Cuejitoisn't
for sale.

Rupp has said he be·'
lieves Horn could try to take
the ranch through eminent
domain, a controversial

County Supervisor Bill Horn hopes to buy Rancho Guejito, whose entrance is shown here.

power that allows the gov-
ernment to take private
property for public use and
pay the property owner
based upon a legal judge-
ment of fair market value.

Horn has' said he doesn't
consider eminent domain to
be an option for acquiring
the nearly pristine ranch. .

The ranch hasn't been ap-
praised to' determine a fair .
price because it's not on the
market, Rupp said last
week.

Meanwhile, many people
familiar with Cuejito have
said they believe the owner
is preparing to sell the
ranch to developers.

Often calledthe "conser-
vation jewel of San Diego
County," the working cattle
ranch stretches from the
San Pasqual Valley north to
the 4,221-£00tpeak of Pine
Mountain near the La Jolla
Indian Reservation. Histori-
ans have hailed the rugged
expanse as a "time capsule
from the 1800s."

NORTI-I Co~TI TIMES FILE PHOTC

NORTH COUNTY TIMES

Benjamin Coates, a
wealthy businessman,
bought the property L'1 1974
for $10 million. Since his
death in 2004, his daughter,
Theodate, a NewYork artist

Rupp represents, has been
managing the estate.

Contact staff writer Darryn .
Bennett at (760) 740-5420 or
dmbennett@nctimes.com.



rvancno vUeJIIO eyed tor ueveiopment
ERIKA AYN ANCH

FOR THE NORTH CoUNTY TIMES

VALLEY CENTER - The
owner of what may be the
last intact Mexican rancho in
the state is considering de-
veloping the land, which
stretches across thousands of
acres east and south of Es-
condido.

On Wednesday evening,
the Pala-Pauma Sponsor
Group will hear about the
potential development of the
historic 22,000-acre Rancho
Guejito.

The volunteer sponsor
group, which makes land-use
recommendations to the
county, will meet at 7 p.m. at
the Pauma Valley Communi-
ty Center, 16658 Highway 76
ill Pauma Valley.

The agenda includes a
presentation from Jim

~ RANCHO
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ry Museum historian.
Lerner said there were

originally 800 Mexican land
grants in California but they
have all seen some kind of
development over the years.
Rancho Guejito was given to
Jose Orozco, the land's origi-
nal owner, in 1845 by then-
California Gov. Pio Pico. Ran-
cho Guejito is still intact with
the exception of a home built
on the land in the 1990s,
Lerner said.

"It was purchased in 1974
by Benjamin Coates for $10
million," Lerner said.
"Coates still lives there part
of the time. It's absolutely
gorgeous land, a true piece of
California history."

The Valley Center History
Museum includes an exhibit
on Rancho Guejito that in-
cludes a photo of Orozco,
whose descendents still live
in Valley Center.

Whalen said he has been
working with the rancho's
owners on habitat maps and
conservation planning to find
out if development in the
area is viable. Whalen said
they are in the preliminary
stages and that it would be
"many, many years" before
the land might be developed.

County officials said no

Whalen of J Whalen Associ-
ates, a Mission Valley-based
developer representing the
Rodney Co., owners of Ran-
cho Guejito. The property
currently serves as a cattle
ranch with 450 head of cat-
tle.

The 22,000 acres stretch

paperwork has been filed for
any development on the land.

"We are in the earliest
stages of planning," Whalen
said. "That's why we are
reaching out to the communi-
ty."

Whalen said he and the
owner are also conducting
baseline engineering studies
to look at accessibility, identi-
fy potential traffic problems
and investigate the water
supply and geology of the
area.

Whalen said it's too soon
to tell whether potential de-
velopment would consist of
retail, homes or a combina-
tion. He did say that he WaS
trying to work with the coun-
ty to advance the county's
habitat conservation plan
while increasing the density
of the area.

"If we give 80 percent of
the land to the county as
free, open space and we have
20 percent left, they would
have to give us a high enough
density to ensure it's worth
developing," Whalen said.

Dan Silver, executive di-
rector of the Endangered
Habitats League, a nonprofit
environmental advocacy
group, said his group will be
monitoring the situation and
believes the area should be
preserved as a state park due
to its sensitive habitat.

"It's probably the single-
most environmentally signifi-

from Valley Center to the
Wild Animal Park in San
Pasqual Valley, and is the on-
ly completely undeveloped
Mexican land grant rancho
left in the state, said Bob
Lerner, Valley Center Histo-
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cant property in San Diego
County," Silver said. "There
are endangered species out
there, grasslands and Engle-
mann oaks. I believe there
are arroyo toads and the
Stephen's kangaroo rat in the
area. I haven't done a survey
but those are my expecta-
tions."

Silver said the land was al-
most purchased by the state
in the 1970s and set aside as
a.state park but the purchase
fell through. Whalen said
most likely the purchase was
not complete because of the
cost of the land.

The rancho consists of a
large valley with mountains
and hills to the north and
west, Whalen said. Guejito
Creek runs through the land
and eventually drains into
the San Dieguito River.

Silver said he would like
to see the land purchased for
open space, using TransN et
funds. TransNet, the half-cent
countywide sales tax initia-
tive, is due to expire in 2008
and a 40-year extension will
be considered by voters on
Nov. 2. The tax extension in-
cludes $850 million for habi-
tat acquisition.

"This large area of land
would be perfect to mitigate
the impact of transporta-
tion," Silver said. "Preserving
this land is the perfect way to
use money from TransN et
and habitat mitigation."
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RanchergrewhoUl,~§teag into vineyard
. . ...

By Vincent •Nicholas Rossi

The southwestern section of
.:,Valley Cente(s spraW~ing ,

Rancho.Gueiito was onc!,! '
a separate operation known as
Vineyard Ranch: Thatranch was
originally settled byAsher Everett
Maxey.'. . .

WallaceW Elliott's 1883book,
"Hlstoryof'SanBernardino and San
,DiegoCounties," includes adrawing
.ofthe ranch and lists Maxcy as one
of the pioneer settlers ofSan Diego-
County. According to a short biogra-
phy in the book, Maxcy was born in"
Massachusetts in 1824,reared on a
farm, and began to study medicine
before leaving for the California gold
fields.arriving inIuly 1849.

Meta year in the goldfields, ,
Maxcy came to San Diego where, '
according to the Elliott book, he
operated a freighting and express
business until starting his ranch in
the northern part of the comity.
, Itwas described in the book as
having "2,000acres; part grazing and.
part farming land," with 250bead of
cattle, 12horses and "some 500 fruit
trees of different varieties."

The book also said that Maxcy
"devotes considerable time.to the
cultivation ofthe MuscatandMi&-
sion grapes, the yield per acre being
eight to ten tons." ..

". . :;,(.';' ..r··· .::'.:···.,A.·:;· . ., ':-. ' . .
Other writingsin the'archives.of" , J ara\iih~;to th¢ gr~at.displeasure of

Escondido's)'ioneerl'oom.riotethilt .; manyli~ighppr$ whO had been cus-
. Maxcystartedoutwith a 16(}acre '.' tomers of the.wmery. ..' . ,
, .homestead but expanded his hold- .' '.tofnhstibs~q'uerii1~;sold Vineyard
ings:by:b1.1yingputother homestead- .Ranch to the'O;Ke!Jys,a wealthy .
ers, reportedly offering' each QneLxis AngeJescouple, FrankO'Kelly
a team Of horses; a millecow and .and his faillily lived there until 1913, .
several gallons ofwine. At its 'peaK,:virhen they returned to LosAngeles.

"Vineyard Ranchtotaled 4,500 acres. ' .TIley leased theranch to Frank and
."The raising ofcattle was Maxcy's .Joseph Hagata, who r.in it tor the

principal occupation," wrote Timescriext twodecades. . . .
..Advocate columnist Eloise Perkins IN'! Hagatas were a pioneer fam-

in 1971, "but he alsowas one Ofthe .ilywhose patriarch, Pierre Hagata,
leading producers of wine in the . '. -came to Escondido from France in
SOuthland long before the turn of the 1865and became a prominent sheep
century." " . rancher.firstfor the Wolfskillbroth-

-Maxcy built an eight-room adobe ers, then on.his own.
. house and an adobe Wineryon his : .During theiryears at Vineyard

ranch.In 1882;he opened a small ' 'R<incl,t;'Fran\<and Joseph Hagata .'
, post office, called Vineyard, in his ' raised diftleand hogs, farmed, and

home. did some dairying. Frank Hagata .
,! Maxcy died in 1901, and the ranch lived to be 104,Ye;rrsold, and at his
Viasleft to his daughterHelen and death in 1998,he left behind a short
son-in-lawZephaniah Jones. Jones ' .. written history ofthe ranch, along

,died a few years later, and his widow .with an oral history interview given
married George H. Coffin. ..tothe Escondido Historical Society.

According to "Once Upon aTime' : In the summer, the ranch hired
hi V~leyCeriter,"pul::!lished by the. as many as 30 men to helpwiththe

:VaIIeyCenter Historical Society, Cof~.: grain harvest. "Weused a header
.finwas=listed Inpostoffice records (a reapingmachine that cuts off
'.as'postmaster ofVineyard in 1906.":..' .~d giith~rs only the headsof the
The book.andsomeother.sources": 'graiil) drawn by fivehead ofhorses,"
say Coffinwas a Prohibitiorilst, who; .. Hagata Wrote. "Weused three
Wlerm~tyingHelenMaxcYJones,' wagons. When the wagon was full,

, hadall the ranch'ssupply of wine ahd· another one would pull under the
winemaking"equipment dumpedin . header spout. But using three wag-

ons, the header man would not have
. to wait."

After cutting, stacking and thresh-
ing, the grain went into burlap sacks.
"Oats weighed about 100pounds to
the sack," Hagata told oral history
interviewers. "Barley weighed 125"
and wheat 155.We handled them all
day.And no coffee breaks."

When one interviewer said it must
have been really hard work, Hagata
replied: "Wewere used to it.We
didn't knowany different. We put in
nine hours a day in the field."
. Frank Hagata served as the last

postmaster ofVineyard Ranch.The
.post office was closed in 1922and
replaced by rural route delivery
from Escondido. TIle Hagata broth-
ers bought a quarter interest in the

, ranch during their tenure there.
They sold itin the early 1930s, and
moved on to otherfarms and busi-
nesses.

The Vineyard Ranch was ab-
sorbed in the 1940s into Rancho
Guejito, which survives as a working
cattle ranch under the ownership of
the Coates family. r

, .The desk used by Frank Hagata
as Vineyard postmaster is on per-
manent exhibit at the ValleyCenter .
History Museum.

Vincent Nicholas Rossi is a freelance
writer from RanchoBernardo.



Guejito: Rancho is
'!~I~~eWest begins
Continued from Page 2

long, dark ribbons of
steers being driven north over the
valleys, creek banks, and ridges.
Only a few vaqueros or cowboys
were needed to handle the biggest
bunch of cattle on a drive. (In Cali-
fornia, driven cattle were a "bunch,"
not a "herd.")

In those days, the hired men -
whether Mexican or American -
were all cowboys in the sense that
they fitted a western definition of a
cowboy: 'A man with a craw full of
sand and a hoss.'

A point man rode ahead of the
bunch and led the way. Swing riders
followed on either side. Flank riders
attended to the center. Drag riders )
brought up the rear and looked out '
for the strays, the sick, and the in-
jure.d. A .trail-dr~ving ou~fit would .l..1

move the bunch 1;) or 20 miles a day. .
From Rancho Guejito,tho .I..o •... ~ <

'might reach the gold fields in 25
days, and men, sick of beans and salt
pork, gladly paid $100for beef on the
hoof. "

The great cattle boom lasted only
seven or eight years. The hard times
that followed saw the decline of the
Californio-owned ranchos, The dons,
always extravagant spenders, put lit-
tle money aside during the boom.
When depression hit the cattle mar-
ket, most of the dons ran out of
money and lost their ranchos, Ameri-
cans bought them up.

All that was long ago, And so it is
surprising that the landscape at Ran-
cho Guejito has changed little from
the 1850s. It is still the kind of grass-
land a cattleman normally can ex-

, pect to see only in his dreams.
As grazing land it is probably bet-

ter now than it was more than a cen-
I tury ago. Controlled grazing en-
l courages the growth of grass, and
f Rancho Guejito has for many years
. been run by professional cattlemen I
,_with a view to the lone:haul. ,

The complete name of the ranc
on the Mexican grant is Ranch
Guejito y Canada de Palornia. Th
shortened form "Rancho Guejito" i
used today. Pronounciations van
but the one favored by Tellam i
"Wan-he-toe.' Translation is some
times given as "Ranch of the smal
pebbles and river of the doves."

As I drove to the end of the dir
road and hit the pavement at Lak
Wohlford Road, I remembered Tel
lam's remark about Guejito Ranch:

"This is where the asphalt end
and the West begins."



Rancho Cuejito is where asphalt ends, West begins
"SD 5-17-8<;1

By Hugh Crumpler, Special to The Union

ESCONDIDO - The sea of grass lifts and
falls for miles across the hills and valleys of
Rancho Guejito. The grass is everywhere,
like great, green waves on a placid sea.

Knolls of chaparral rise above the grass
and pass for islands under the sun. Splendid
California live oaks dip their foliage down to
the grasses and take on the form of motion-
less schooners 011 a becalmed sea.

This is a seascape only when transformed
by figures of speech. Rancho Guejito presents
a landscape of startling beauty.

Coming upon it unexpectedly is like being
time-warped backward into the middle of the
last century, back to the time when the king-
dom-sized Spanish land grants were passing
from the hands of Californio dons into the
hands of American ranchers.

I stood beside a dirt road only a mile from
the paved road that leads back to Lake Wohl-
ford and Escondido. For 360 degrees around
me, and for thousands of acres, the earth was
covered by wild grass, the enduring grass
that has beckoned cattlemen since the arrival
of Spanish settlers in the 18th century.

The grasslands of Rancho Guejito and
other range lands fueled the California econo-
my right up until the 20th century.

First came the "hide and tallow" days, so
vividly described by Charles A. Dana in "Two
Years Before the Mast," when half-wild
range cattle from Mexican stock roamed the
unfenced backcountry and when ownership of
a steer was determined by the hot-iron brand
on its hip.

The $3 or $4 value of a steer was in the hide
and tallow, delivered to the coast and picked
up by trading ships from New England. Fresh

~..~

The San Diego Union
Near Rancho Guejito, visions of yesteryear's sea of flrass come alive.

beef and dried beef, or jerky, were merely
by-products,

In 1849,however, the gold rush rewrote the
history of California ranching. Almost over-
night, $4 steers at Rancho Guejito were worth
$75 or $100 in San Francisco and throughout
the mother lode country of Northern Califor-
nia.

The big ranchos, most of them still ill the
hands of the California dons, began driving
cattle to the north. "Drives of five or six

Cleland writes that the era was "one of the
most important and romantic features of Cal-
ifornia's early economic life," but written
records about it "are fragmentary and disap-
pointing." Cleland's remarks are found in his
book, "From Wilderness to Empire," pub-
lished in 1944.

Looking out over the rolling grasslands of
Rancho Gueiito today it is easy to imagine

See Guejito on Page 8

hundred miles were considered common-
place," wrote historian Robert Glass Cleland.

In fact, cattle drives from San Diego Coun-
ty came long before the great trail drives
from Texas engraved the image of the Amer-
ican cowboy on the imagination of the world.

Unfortunately, the trail drives of California
produced no Chisholm Trail, no Goodnight-
Loving Trail and no Shawnee Trail. There are
no landmark cattle trails in California histo-
ry.
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State backing buy
of4!Ig~nchoGuejito

r ; ...:-.•..I I !

includes Rancho Guejito y
Canada de Paloma, the 13,298-
acre land grant to Maria Orozco
in 1845 by Mexican governor
Manuel Micheltoreno,

The original gr.ant remained
intact through various
ownerships and was purchased
in the 1890sby Jacob Gruendike,
a banker and large property
owner in Escondido, San Marcos
and La Costa.

ESCONDIDO - The state
Department of Parks and
Recreation has recommended
Rancho Guejito, which contains
the only Mexican land grant still
under one ownership, be ac-
quired and developed as a unit
of the state's park system.

State Parks Director William
Penn Mott Jr. said the rancho
"would preserve highly signifi-
cant biotic, geologic, cultural
and scenic values. It would also
preserve the last remaining
Mexican land grant and offer
the public an opportunity for a
living-ranch interpretive ex-
perience ...

According to Mott, initial ac-
.iuisiticn would include 20,167
acres with eventual acquisition
to 34,828 acres to achieve the
area's full potential.

The property would be
ourchased with funds from the
~250million bond issue approved
by voters in June 1974 for state
park purposes.

Rancho Guejito was
purchased last Frebruary by the

-jRecife Shipping Co., reportedly
a Liberian corporation, for a
transfer tax value of $8 million.
The agent for the corporation is
Cooper, Wyatt, Tepper & Plant, l

611W. Sixth s.. Los Angeles. j
The seller was the Title In- .J

surance & Trust Co. as trustee 1
under the will of Charles Lee j
Powell, which took a trust deed i
for $6 million.l

Powell purchased Rancho 1
Guejito, which had been expand- I
ed from the original Mexican I

land grant of 13,298 acres, in j
1937. He reportedly paid $8 an !

icre for th.e 20,OOD-plusacres.. .j
Powell died at the age of 96 In -\

July 1959. His will stipulated -_
none of his real property could I
be sold until 10 years after his J--

death. Several years ago when
the trust firm determined the.
property taxes were exceeding -
the leasing income, and ex- j
hausting the surplus income of 1
the Powell fouhdation, Rancho
Guejito was placed on the
market at an asking price of $9.5
million.

Rancho Guejito today

------------

Guejito would be developed as
a wilderness recreation area for
horsemen, campers and back
packers but would also preserve
the historical significance of the
original land grant which has
been a working cattle spread
since 1845.

Mo t t has said a park
developed around a concept oi a
working cattle ranch.



Guejito included
By News West

SAN DIEGO An
agricultural preserve
comprising approximately
23.500 acres and including the
only remaining Spanish land
grant in Southern California
under one ownership - Rancho
Guejito - has been established
in the north central portion of
the county by the planning
commission.

The preserve was approved
on a 4-1vote with Commissioner
E. Dene Armstrong' opposed
and Commissioners Alice
Marquis and G. B. Parkinson
absent.

Armst~ong .objected to the

•In pres~rve
inclusion of some 3,000 acres of
the public domain in the
beneficially-taxed agricultural
preserve boundaries.

Preserves are established
under the auspices of the Land
Conservation Act, which seeks
to discourage premature or
unnecessary conversion of
agriculturally su ited land and
open space to development.
Landowners who participate in
the preserves may receive a tax
break on their property if they
enter into a contract to limit
land use to agr icul tur al
purposes for a minimum of 10
years.

The entire property within the

Rancho Guejito preserve' is
presently utilized for cattle'
grazing and located between
Lake Wohlford and Lake'
Henshaw at an average width of
three to five miles and
extending about 10 miles
northerly from San Pasqua\
Valley.

The application' for the
preserve was filed by Rancho
Guejito owner Recife Shipping
Co. and George A. Hillebrecht,
Inc., for their ownership of
20,492acres.

Nearly 3,000 acres of adjacent
publicly-owner property- were
included in the preserve, which
is normal procedure in an

attempt to create logical
boundaries and include as much
contiguous land as feasible.

The commission also included
three small "island"
ownerships . in the preserve,

. contrary to its usual policy of
including only those property
owners who express a desire to
be within the' preserve
boundaries.

Agricultural preserves are
invariably in the limited control
temporary zones in the
unincorporated territory.
Establishment of preserves
automatically reclassifies the
zoning to the most restrictive

agriCUltural zone, A-I (8).,'



R~ L «: aG tk-,.$WIan ene u·uejlio 01.
clears major hUI-dle

D<:£I/'( '14 :1(3./ Tij . .
SACRAMENTO (AP)-California's last undivided'

Spanish land grant would be considered for purchase as a
state park under legislation approved by a 20-0 vote of the
Assembly Ways and Means Committee Wednesday.

The resolution by Sen. John Stull, R-Leucadia, would ask
the State Parks and Recreation Department to study the
feasibility of purchasing and developing the 20,OOO-acre
Rancho Guejito lands north of Escondido. <i

If the study determined a purchase were feasible, the
Stull resolution urges that funds be sought in a 1974
statewide park bond issue .

• •••• - '. •• • •••• ~ •• : •••.• , ~ •. , • ••••• • M •••• _... . ••••• _~ t •.••••• ;••• J •••••• ..".



Writers discussing -the rangeland I
cattle business 'treat it in the past:
tense, as if it were as dead as the '
buggy whip industry. For example, '
Dan Elbert Clark of the University of :
Oregon faculty writes:

"The story of the rise and fall of
the range cattle industry is the last ,
chapter in the series of romantic epi-
sodes, which make the history of the
Far West a tale of romance and ad-
venture." He made the observation in
his book, "The West in American His-
tory," published in 1937,

There has been no "fall" of the
range cattle industry on Rancho
Guejito. In fact, about 1,500 head of
cattle graze over nearly 36 square
miles of native grass only a few
miles from California's second larg-
est city.

William "Willie" Tellam of Julian
has operated on Rancho Guejito on a
lease for 18 years. He is a third gen-
eration San Diegan. His grandfather,
George Sawday.: was a: prominent
rancher and landowner in San Diego.

"This is a pretty ranch," Tellam
said. "It's the only ranch that is kind
of like it was in the old days."

On a recent working day, for ex-
ample, Tellam and George Smith of
Julian were riding look-alike, whi-
tefaced, chestnut quarter horses, the
storied "hosses'' of the working cow-
boy, Following them was "Harley," a

. working cattle dog.
: "It includes the last intact Spanish
! land grant ranch in the state of Cali-
I fornia," added Smith, who - in the

familiar description of the western
novel - "sits tall in the saddle."

Bud Day is manager of the ranch.
Guejito Ranch covers 23,000acres. i>

The original Mexican grant, made in
1845 to Jose Maria Orozco, was for
three square leagues, or 13,295acres.
Subsequent owners enlarged the ~"-~'~~~
boundaries to its present size.

I Orozco, who was a Mexican offi-
I cial in San Diego, is remembered,
i albeit with a change in the spelling of
i his name, in "Orosco" Ridge, which

stands between Pamo Valley and San
: Pasqual Valley.



Guejito
)oubles !

5 Cattle

EAST of E •• -,\".CO by aob Fcs ser:
., scondido, Rancho Gue-
Jlto extends its bound .di I aroes on a
.• ogono . The original brand '
the rancho is shown in the o.inset.

tury about the old .room has b 1 anchhouse. A tinv
bathtub d een partitioned off for" a

an toilet and - 1 .wire dangling Irorn a ane ectric light
the fact that a resid ceiling attests to
than the Dons of "I ent more recent
has occupied the ~It~dred years ago
owner also had inst l1~use . A former
tric power pia t a a small elec-
water tank on : h:~nd erected a steel

Rancho Gueiit I near the house. "
hee'toe) . )10 ipronounced IVa,'-

(C . "as granted to Jose ~rar;a
ontinued on Page G·2. Coi. 1)

3-2c..i-
/J

:rUMBLING DOWN: Thern th "-- scene of festive parties
e vuys of the Dons, .rune-room adobe ranch

house collapses on its site over lcckin -?i":otc! bv Ed ~leil

Rancho Guejito. 9 port or huge
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Rancho Guejito: Its BeaLty Outlasts River Flov{
\ " ~s, D. Ud / C>l-) t. /IO\~"J.- .: - ' By LARRY FREEMAN

Rancho Guejito, 10 miles
northeast of Escondido near
Lake Wohlford, has neither
telephone nor power, Its re-
maining adobe, the home of
Forrest Baker and his wife,
is much the same as it was
when built in 1872,

.. A 13,298·acre lvI e x i can
· 'grant, Guejito has rarely
: been scarred by a plow, be-
',ing used almost exclusively
10r grazing cattle. Its oak

,':s tip pie d meadows and
': 'mesas are almost as they

were in 1845 when it was
granted to a San Die g 0
customs collector.

I ,J 0 S e )laria Orozco, a
;. .dandy around the Ii We Max-
, .ican Village of San Diego,
" was the first owner of Gue-
:: '.;ito. He married Guadalupe
'··Alvarado, one of Old Town's
<·:belles. Orozco, justice of
i ':peace as well as collector
!, 'of customs, acquired the
i :fanch by grant in 1845,
:"raised cattle there.
t·: He earned another niche
I .in history by having fired atI Albert B. Smith when that
, you n g American climbed
I a flagpole to hoist the Stars
I and Stripes in Old Town.
I The grant's full name is
I Rancho Guejito (pronounced

Wah-hito) y Canada de Pa-
lomia. Guejito is probably a
contraction of A g u e j ita,
meaning little spring or
stream. The rest refers to

"

. s,mall pigeons, common to
·Southern California.

, ~" Owner-ship of Guejuto SOOI1

i:,passed to Capt. George W.
\J-l:amley,. skipper of the
iStonmgton, a whaling ves-
;'sel used by Americans for
'i" e f u g e when hostilities
:ashore became too violent.
His business judgment did
not match his sailing prow-
ess. He lost Guejito on a
judgment for $2,050 to Mi-
chael M. Sexton, Caliente
township justice of peace,
later San Diego County sher-
iff, 1854-55, and a director
~f the San Diego and Gila
railroad.
, A later owner, Jean C.

o Cazaurang, was a red-
, . bearded Frenchman about

'ivhom there is a legend that
he started as a. bus boy in

.a Los Angeles restaurant.
· acquired ownership, sold
out, and then bought Guejito
to settle down to the life
of a rural French royalist.

Cazaurang, for a while

had a par t n e r. Jacob
Gruendike, first president
of the Bank of Southern
California, organized in San
Diego in 188-3. He was also
first president of L\e Escon-
dido National Bank. The
Cas sou Brothers, Escondido
merchants, leased part of
the ranch from Cazaurang.

Cazaurang meanwhile had
acquired a Nevada ranch.
and the common belief was
that when he was fatally
slain by a sheep rancher
in 1929, an affair of the
heart was the cause.

His estate was appraised
at $150,000. By the time
three wills had been filed
and con tested through the
courts. 11 years had elapsed.
Mrs. Cazaurang and her
attorney, Robert Carrel',
had both died.

Standing by ready to pur-
chase Guejito was Charles
Lee Powell, a Los Angeles
construction engineer.

This was in 193i when
Powell was i4. Guejito cost
him S8 per acre. When he
died at 1959 at 96, the es-
tate was appraised at S9V,
million.

Although legend is that he
ran power com pany work-
ers off tile ranch because of
a disagreement, Mrs. Pow-
ell says her strong-willed
husband actually liked the
pristine state of the ranch.
. 'He was a lover of nature
in the raw, worshipped the
primitive and was against
conveniences," she said.

Guejito has had its trou-
bles. When Cazaurang owned
the ranch, records at the
Union Title Insurance Com-
pany disclose, several no-
tices were filed by the Coun-
ty Agricultural Commission-
er to get rid at ground
squirrels.

Squirrels were not its only
bother. Even cattle became
pests. When Sawday and
Sexson, the county's famed
cattle company, leased Cue-
jito in 1929 one of the pro-
visions called for the widow,
Mrs. Cazaurang, to clean
out the wild cattle on rug-
ged Pine mountain.

She hired crack cowboys
trorn all over Southern Call-
fornia, but rounding up the
critters proved to be impos- .
sible, Many of them had to '
be shot. One of those cow-
boys, still an active horse

trainer, is Vaile ~IitchelL
68, of Ramona. Named for
George Sawday's fat her,
Mitchell first worked at Cue-
jito in 1910, was there off
and on during the Cazau-
rang, Cassou. and Powell re-
gimes.

Today Guejito is under
lease' from the Powell es-
tate, once more to Sawday
and Sexson, the cattle cor-
poration. It is isolated, quiet,
and has the beauty of the
untouched. But it is dust-

'"

dry, like most of the back
country. The Guejito River.
over whose apparently erer-
nal tlow visitors once rhap.
sodized, is reduced to a
trickle. Its Hereford herd
had been cut from 1,800 to
500, i

,"_, __ 1
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.os Penasquitos Rancho.
s is the daughter of the
awday, pioneer San Die-
leman.
first owner. had been a
peace ami collector of

n Diego. Next owner of
; Capt. George W. Ham-
!r of the ship Stonington.
wners through the years
Gruendyke and Jean
the early 19005. Gruen-

nancier and land owner
sident of the Bank of
Iornia in San .Diego,
= the First National
; president of an Escon-

s well remembered by

PAST AND PRESENT: Reof has collapsed on adobe winery, above,
once part of flourishing Rancho Guejito y Canada de Polomia,
northeast of Escondido. Its original 13,298 acres were granted to
Jose Maria Orosco by Gov. Manuel Micheltoreno, right, in 1845.
Today, the ranch is still operating, left, but with fewer cattle.

ueiito Still Running-· Cattle~ .

many present-day cattlemen and ran- remains of the ranch hcuse built by
chers, One of these is J. C. La Force, Orozco,the first owner.

Cazaurang and-Ins wife separated,
now head of his own land-management and in.-l929 the fiery-tempered rancher
firm and a farm consultant for the city was shot and killed in a fight with a
of San Diego. ccwboy in Nevada. His estate was

Cazaurang was a red-haired French- heavily mortgaged and its settlement
man, quick. tempered but also kind- left little for his widow, who died a few
hearted. La Force recalls. He bad years later.
married a wealthy widow and with her, Charles L. Powell, wealthy construe-
funds purchased the Guejito, and later, tionengineer in Los Angeles, pur-·
a ranch in Nevada. After her death he . chased the ranch in 1939 and stocked it
remarried, but did not get along too with nearly 2,000 head of cattle. He
well with his second wife, whc liked to r,oaired and modernized the Cazau-
entertain at dances and parties in the - ''---rang .riohe· and installed asmall elec-:
adobe ranch house. trie light plant. Powell died L'1 1959.

Cazaurang constructed the adobe For many years the ranch was
house which todav remains intact but leased to George Sawday, and Oliver
is not in livable condition. Nothing SeXson,once undersheriff of San Diego

County. After the deaths of Sawday
and Sexson, the lease was taken over
by Cumming 'and Peavey, both of·
whcm have other extensive ranching
interests. The ranch brand is Circle S.

Recent dry years have taken their
toll of the Guejito range lands until
today only a few hundred cattle graze
where once there were several thou-
sand. But the aura of the Davs of the
Dons remains, lor the hills and vallevs
of the rancho remain the same as whim
Jose Maria Orozco rode h.is spirited
horse across the wide acres more than
·120 years ago."

A;\OTHER in the Da vs of the Dons
series will appear in The Southwest
Magazine section next Sunday.

-Photo from Historical Colf~dion Tille
tasurcnce and Trust Co.; ctoet s above

ev Ed NeIL


